CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

would they should do unto us (Matt. vii. 12,
Luke vi. 31) is to be found in the Arab
traditions, and many similar points of con-
tact may be noticed. A man's " neighbour "
has ever been, despite the teaching of JesuS,
to the Christian and to the Muhammedan,
his co-religionist. The whole department of
Muhammedan ethics has thus been sub-
jected to strong Christian influence.

Naturally this ecclesiasticism which domi-
nated the whole of life, was bound to assert
itself in state organisation. An abhorrence
of the state, so far as it was independent of
religion, a feeling unknown in the ancient
world, pervades both Christianity and Mu-
hammedanisin, Christianity first struggled
to secure recognition in the state and after-
wards fought with the state for predomi-
nance. Islam and the state were at first
identical: in its spiritual leaders it was
soon separated from the state. Its idea of a
divine polity was elaborated to the smallest
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